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Please choose Topic A or Topic B below. Discuss it with the help of the ethical theories in chapter 1, the principles of healthcare in chapter 2, and notions introduced during the first part of the semester. Refer to the textbook chapters, articles posted on BB and youtube documentaries that you have not addressed in your Reaction Papers. 


A. Present and discuss a case-study illustrating an ethical dilemma in healthcare that you have encountered in your own experience, one of current relevance, presented in one of the documentaries, or in one of the articles. What are the ethical theories (utilitarianism, deontology—the Kantian categorical imperative— and virtue ethics) best suited to address the case. How would you solve it? Explain.

B. Using primary readings and documentaries, discuss two ethical issues brought up in Chapters 3, 4, 5, 8 that have impressed or challenged you most. Apply utilitarianism and deontology (Kantian categorical imperative) to each issue and discuss the relevant principles of healthcare ethics (non-maleficence, beneficence, autonomy, justice). State your own position and justify it.


1. 
Ch. 3. The Moral Status of Gametes and Embryos: Storage and Surrogacy. The Moral Community. Making Decisions. Surrogacy. Storage.

Primary Readings:

Judith Jarvis Thomson, A Defense of Abortion (Bb) 
Don Marquis, Why Abortion is Immoral. (Bb)

Youtube documentaries:

Judith Butler, Examined Life (14’):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0HZaPkF6qE

•Inside Story: Why is India banning commercial surrogacy? 
•Al Jazeera 2016 (25’)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpuVaQ-r1SY
•
Should commercial surrogacy be banned? BBC News 2019 (25’)
•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBl-1NplytM

•Inside the corrupted world of commercial surrogacy: Same sex couple, Australia
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrFkVa690xU
•The Innocent Casualties of India’s surrogacy industry Journeymantv (2015) 27’
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUN2_sy3wtA
•India’s Miracle babies AlJazeera (2016) 26’
•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRYZD9jEeeA

2. 
Ch. 4. The Ethical Challenges of the New Reproductive Technologies. Two Inadequate Approaches to Evaluating Alternative Reproductive Technology. A Basis for Developing an Ethical Position. A Proposed Ethical Standard. The Family. Donors and the Cultural Ethos.

Primary Reading:
Gregory E. Pence, from “Will Cloning Harm People?” in Flesh of My Flesh: Ethics of Cloning Humans, 1998. (Bb)

Youtube Documentaries:

How to ethically analyze reproductive technologies-Glenn Cohen, 2016, 9’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxxsQHD01jg

· •Cloning the First Human, Spark, 2017, 48’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LyONv4fHEA&t=316s
· Why we still don’t clone humans, Spark, 2020, 46’
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKu0camxQ2k

3. 
Ch. 5. Ethics and Aging in America. The Growing Population Needing Care. Issues of Access. Forces for Improving Access. What are the Prospects for Improved Access? Update from a Practitioner’s View.

Youtube Documentaries:

•A good death: the inside story of a hospice (2017) 11’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyPZEtCa88k
•Visiting Nurse System NY Hospice and Palliative Care Nurse Documentary Highlights With Patients (2019) 5’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2weA-Tb8ws
•End of Life | Aging Matters | NPT Reports (2013) 59’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzfcvptgJ2c

•The Tibetan Book of the Dead
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZgeOTTCxwI (Tibetan Book of the Dead 4/5, 9’)

The Living/Dying Project in San Francisco founded in 1975

4.  
Ch. 8. Technological Advances in Health Care: Blessing or Ethics Nightmare? Medical and HIT Defined. The Ethical Obligation. Science and Technology Innovations and Ethical Concerns
HIT and the Medical Group Practice.


Primary Readings:
Peter Singer, “Parental Choice and Human Improvement” in Julian Savulescu and 
Nick Bostrom, eds. Human Enhancement, 2009. (Bb)
Michael J. Sandel, “The Case against Perfection: What’s wrong with Designer Children, Bionic Athletes, and Genetic Engineering?” Atlantic Monthly, 2004. (Bb)
Film: Gattaca (Andrew Niccol, 1997)
Youtube Documentaries: 

Michio Kaku, The Biotech Revolution-Vision of the Future 2013 Full Doc 58’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGPJ8PU5Z3g&t=2161s
This synthetic DNA factory is building new forms of life, 2019 (9’)
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxoLoOtyllU

The world after the C-19: The future of synthetic biology-James Collins, 2020 (5’)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPrfyRLQbZ8

How Synthetic Biology can wipe out humanity 2019 (16’)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DDgHq9ewOo

It’s alive but is it life: Synthetic Biology and the future of creation, 2016 (1h 27’)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rU_pfCtSWF4

Science Documentary: Personalized Medicine, Synthetic Biology, a documentary on Genetic Design 2014 (49’)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk9I1Krizx4

Synthetic Biology: Inventing the future, 2013 (42’)
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRO0-fMIW9I
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